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Blurb 

While not usually a big deal, one overlooked email would haunt teacher Gilda Greco. Had she read it, 

former student Sarah McHenry might still be alive. 

Suspecting foul play, Constable Leo Mulligan plays on Gilda’s guilt and persuades her to participate in a 

séance facilitated by one of Canada’s best-known psychics. Six former students also agree to participate. 

At first co-operative and willing, the camaraderie is short-lived as old grudges and rivalries emerge. The 

séance is a bust. 

Determined to solve Sarah’s murder, Gilda launches her own investigation and uncovers shocking 

revelations that could put several lives—including her own—in danger. Can Gilda and the psychic solve 

this case before the killer strikes again? 

Excerpt 

Jim whistled. “You sure don’t like it easy. With all your millions, you’d think this crap could somehow 

miss landing on you. But you do seem to attract it.” He chuckled. “Might be something to address with a 

therapist or maybe the psychic you’ve just met.” 

“I didn’t just meet Cassandra. I got to know her and her parents very well during those seven months I 

taught in Parry Sound. They’re good people.” While I was also skeptical, I did feel the urge to defend her. 

She had been so sincere and so open. I couldn’t fathom the notion of Cassandra faking or putting on the 

airs of a psychic. It wasn’t in her nature to be deceitful. 

“I’m sure they are,” Jim said. “But let’s face some facts here. Most psychics need to make a living. I don’t 

doubt this lady has some intuitive ability—as many women do—but I don’t think it’s enough to catch a 

murderer. The constable is grasping at straws. What did you say his name was?” 

“Leo. Leo Mulligan.” 

“Tall, dark-haired guy. Good-looking and a bit of a rascal.” 

“He’s evolved.” I immediately regretted my response. Knowing Jim, he would pounce and tease me. 

“And you’re interested,” Jim said, chuckling. “What does your boyfriend think about this cozy reunion 

you’re having?” 
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Q & A WITH JOANNE GUIDOCCIO 

Tell us about your series, including where the idea originated. 

A Different Kind of Reunion is the third book in the Gilda Greco Mystery Series. Based in Northern 

Ontario, these books feature a fifty-something Italian woman, her meddling relatives, deserving and 

undeserving men, food, and murder. 

While undergoing cancer treatments, I gravitated toward cozy mysteries. After devouring over fifty books 

in that genre, I imagined the following scenarios: What if a lottery winner moves back to her hometown 

and finds herself involved in a murder investigation? And what if all the victims are blondes? I put pen to 

paper and started the first draft of A Season for Killing Blondes. It was released by The Wild Rose Press 

in June 2015.  

Too Many Women in the Room, Book 2, was released in May 2017. A Different Kind of Reunion, Book 

3, will be released in late April 2018. 

Gilda Greco, the protagonist of the series, received a sizeable lottery win and stayed in her 

hometown where the residents know that she is now a very wealthy woman. What effect has the win 

had on her life? 
 

As one of the few millionaires in the mid-sized Northern Ontario city, Gilda knew she couldn’t maintain a 

low profile. Instead, she embraced her life in the spotlight and searched for ways to improve the quality of 

life in Sudbury. She also managed to attract the attention of a handsome widower who happens to be 

Chief Detective. 

 

Reinvention is a recurring theme in your novels. Why this particular theme? 
 

Reinvention is a core theme of my own life. A cancer diagnosis at age 49 and a decision to retire at age 53 

prompted me to reassess my life goals. An avid reader, I searched for fiction and nonfiction literature that 

would help me navigate these uncertain waters. And then I decided to write the books I wanted to read. 

 

Have you thought of writing mysteries that are darker? 
 

During my cancer journey, I devoured several cozies a week. I enjoyed the well-plotted and engaging 

storylines that entertained me and kept my mind active. While I do read psychological thrillers, I don’t 

think I could ever write that “dark”…it just isn’t in me. 

When you’re writing, do your characters seem to “hijack” the story or do you feel like you have the 

“reigns” of the story? 

I’m a linear pantser. I like to start with a character sketch of the protagonist and a rough draft of the 

storyline. While the beginning and ending remain constant, there are several plot changes along the way. 

And I let the characters misbehave. 

Do you have a writer’s cave? 

  

When I first retired, I assumed I would be writing in my den. Everything was in place: desk, new 

computer, bookshelves crammed with novels and craft guides, and inspiring Monet prints on the wall. But 



after several frustrating attempts, I realized the den was too small. While the room could easily be a 

second bedroom, it was not spacious enough for my creativity to flourish. So, I relocated to a corner of 

the living/dining area of my condo. With over 900 square feet of space and easy access to my kitchen and 

balcony, I no longer feel constrained.  

Do you set aside time to write every day or do you write more sporadically? 

After some experimentation, I came up with a daily regimen. Nothing too dramatic, but it works for me. I 

like to sleep in each day and enjoy a leisurely breakfast. But after my second cup of coffee, I start writing. 

My goal is 1,000 words a day. After I reach that quota, I’m free to meet with friends for lunch or coffee 

and plan other outings. 

What, to you, is the most exciting part of the writing process? 

 

I look forward to writing the first chapter and giving life to the characters. That initial spark of an idea 

may percolate for several days (sometimes weeks), but the real thrill occurs when I sit at my computer 

and start writing. 

In general, how many revisions do you go through before a book is published? 

After completing the first draft, I put the manuscript aside for at least one month or until I feel I’ve fallen 

out of love with it. Two more complete revisions follow before sending the manuscript to my editor. 

Another lengthy revision and then it’s off to my publisher, The Wild Rose Press. Several more revisions 

follow—anywhere from three to five—and final proofreading. 

Do you read your reviews? 

I read all my reviews at least once. On “blue” days, I reread the excellent reviews. While reading the less-

than-stellar reviews, I look for common themes. For example, several readers commented on the number 

of characters introduced in the first chapter of A Season for Killing Blondes. I kept that comment in mind 

while writing Too Many Women in the Room and A Different Kind of Reunion. 

Who are your favorite authors and why?  

I admire late-blooming authors who have launched successful second acts. Two favorites come to mind: 

Maeve Binchy and Louise Penny. Their novels and writing journeys have inspired me to launch my own 

second act as a writer. From Maeve, I’ve learned that success is not a pie where only a select few have 

access to the slices. I’ve taken several pages out of Louise’s disciplined approach to structure my own 

writing practice. 

As an author, how do you pay it forward? 

 

I often find myself reaching for the teacher hat. I like to share what I’ve learned on my writing journey: 

the triumphs, challenges, and disappointments. On my blog, I have featured spotlights and reinvention 

stories of 100+ authors. I am particularly proud of my ability to embrace Twitter and devote many of my 

tweets to promoting authors and other creatives. 

 


