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Blurb 

 

Hours before the opening of her career counseling practice, Gilda Greco discovers the body of golden 

girl, Carrie Ann Godfrey, neatly arranged in the dumpster outside Gilda’s office. Gilda’s life and budding 

career are stalled as Detective Carlo Fantin, her former high school crush, conducts the investigation. 

When three more dead blondes turn up, all brutally strangled and deposited near Gilda’s favorite haunts, 

she is pegged as a prime suspect for the murders.  

 

Frustrated by Carlo’s chilly detective persona and the mean girl antics of Carrie Ann’s meddling relatives, 

Gilda decides to launch her own investigation. She discovers a gaggle of suspects, among them a yoga 

instructor in need of anger management training, a lecherous photographer, and fourteen ex-boyfriends. 

As the puzzle pieces fall into place, shocking revelations emerge, forcing Gilda to confront the envy and 

deceit she has long overlooked. 

 

Reviews 

“A well-written, character-driven murder mystery that genuinely had me scratching my head 

until the very end wondering who dun' it!?” The Romance Reviews 

“This was an entertaining mystery with a colorful cast that I sincerely enjoyed.” 

Night Owl Reviews 

 

“Guidoccio creates her latest mystery with stylish yet easy to follow writing and a plot that keeps 

you on your toes, without becoming convoluted.” Pure Jonel 

 

“The story builds slowly, letting you know many of the characters and leading you on a merry 

chase. It’s good entertainment and thoroughly enjoyable.” The Reading Café 

 

“This was a very quick read for me with just the right level of suspense, humor, and romance. 

There is also yummy Italian food and the author has included recipes!”  

Escape with Dollycas Into a Good Book 

 

“This is my type of mystery - not a lot of blood and gore, just enough suspense to keep me 

interested, but totally character driven.” Jessica Fleck 

 

“It is to be devoured like a decadent dessert and finished with a strong espresso!!” Miss Lill 
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In high school, Joanne  Guidoccio dabbled in poetry, but it would be over three decades before she 

entertained the idea of writing as a career. She listened to her practical Italian side and earned degrees in 

mathematics and education. She experienced many fulfilling moments as she watched her students 

develop an appreciation (and sometimes, love) of mathematics. Later, she obtained a post-graduate 

diploma as a career development practitioner and put that skill set to use in the co-operative education 

classroom. She welcomed this opportunity to help her students experience personal growth and acquire 

career direction through their placements. 

In 2008, she took advantage of early retirement and decided to launch a second career that would tap into 
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Q & A WITH JOANNE GUIDOCCIO 

What’s the story behind the title of your book? 

 

While undergoing cancer treatments, I gravitated toward cozy mysteries. After devouring over fifty books 

in that genre, I imagined the following scenarios: What if a brunette lottery winner moves back to her 

hometown and finds herself involved in a murder investigation? And what if all the victims are blondes? 

Since I had plotted the story during the most challenging season of my life, I decided to use A Season for 

Killing Blondes as the title. 

 

Tell us about your series. 

 

A Season for Killing Blondes is the first book in the Gilda Greco Mystery Series. Based in Northern 

Ontario, these books feature a fifty-something Italian woman, her relatives, deserving and undeserving 

men, and food. Several ideas are percolating for Books 2 and 3 – Too Many Women in the Room and A 

Different Kind of Reunion.  

 

What inspired you to write this book? 

In 2004, I was diagnosed with inflammatory breast cancer. While receiving treatments, well-meaning 

friends gave me inspirational and comedic books. Several health professionals urged me to cross-read and 

expose myself to new ideas. Their expert advice: By reading unfamiliar and challenging material, I could 

create new neural pathways in my brain and reduce the likelihood of developing the dreaded chemo brain. 

But all I wanted to read were cozies, those delightful murder mysteries that include a bloodless crime and 

contain little violence, sex, or coarse language. I read voraciously, often finishing a cozy in one or two 

sittings. Toward the end of treatments, I came up with a storyline for my own cozy. 

 

When did you finish writing the book? 

 

It took two years to complete the first draft. I let the manuscript sit for six years and then did a major 

revision in 2012. I changed POV and added more characters and another subplot. 

 

When did you first start writing? 

 

In high school, I dabbled in poetry and dreamed about writing novels. But I listened to my practical 

Italian side and put my dream on hold as I pursued a teaching career. While teaching, I imagined different 

storylines but didn’t put pen to paper until my “cancer” year. 

 

Are you like any of your characters? How so? 

 

I identify strongly with Gilda Greco, the protagonist of the novel. So much so, that I used the first-person 

POV. Our similarities...Italian Canadian, born and raised in Sudbury, relocated to Southern Ontario, 

mathematics teachers, career development practitioners, yoga enthusiasts, non-foodies. 

 

One major difference – Gilda won a $19 million lottery. I’m still hoping. 

 

 

 

 



Are the other characters inspired by real people? 

 

Having lived and taught in different cities throughout the province of Ontario, I felt free to “borrow” 

characteristics from former colleagues and students to create composite characters. While Gilda is 

approximately 70% me, the same can’t be said of the other characters. I would be very surprised if anyone 

recognized himself/herself in the novel. 

 

Do you have a routine for writing? 

 

When I retired and started writing full-time, I expected to be inspired each day. Everything was in 

place—business cards, new computer, dreams of a runaway best-seller—but my underdeveloped writing 

muscles refused to budge.  

  

After some experimentation, I came up with a daily regimen. Nothing too dramatic, but it works for me. I 

like to sleep in each day and enjoy a leisurely breakfast. But after my second cup of coffee, I start writing. 

My goal – 1,000 words a day. After I reach that quota, I’m free to meet with friends for lunch or coffee 

and plan other outings. 

 

What have you found the most challenging about becoming a writer after having had a full career 

in a much different atmosphere? 

 

In my younger days, I was a poster child for left brainers. I gravitated toward degrees in mathematics and 

education and found the teaching career to be a good fit. For the most part, I responded well to schedules 

and bells. While I was happy to leave the teaching routine, I faced several challenges during that first year 

after retirement. I was not too comfortable with large, unscheduled blocks of time and the tyranny of the 

blank page. After several months of unrest, I took stock and signed up for courses, workshops, and 

seminars. Slowly, a writing practice emerged. 

 

You have a background in mathematics—specifically as a teacher. Does mathematics (i.e. working 

w/ equations, problem-solving) inform your writing at all?  

 

My second act is quite distinct from my first act. I have taken to heart Carl Jung’s famous quotation: “But 

we cannot live the afternoon of life according to the program of life’s morning, for what was great in the 

morning will be little at evening, and what in the morning was true, at evening will have become a lie.” 

 

Best writing advice: 

 

“It’s okay to fall out of love with your manuscript.” I received this advice from Brian Henry, a creative 

writing instructor at Ryerson University. During one of his workshops, he recommended putting 

manuscripts aside before starting the editing process. He didn’t specify a timeline but stressed that we 

can’t improve our work until we fall out of love with it. 

 

 


